
Welcome to the summer 2008 
Issue of the Respiration Section 
Newsletter! We are very excited to 
have Kaushik Parthasarathi and 
Chris Wilson as the newsletter 
editors for the section. They will 
keep you updated on Section 
activities and deadlines. Another 
newsletter issue will follow closely 
on the heels of this one, and will 
include a reminder to submit your 
abstracts to EB09 in New Orleans, 
and other pertinent information 
regarding the spring meeting. 

Kaushik is an Associate Research Scientist at the St. Luke’s-Roosevelt 
Hospital Center, Columbia University, New York in the department of 
Medicine and he is studying the role of endothelial connexins in lung 
inflammation. He earned his Ph.D. in Bioengineering from the 
Pennsylvania State University. In October, he will be joining the 
Department of Physiology at the University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center as Assistant Professor. Chris is an Assistant Professor in Pediatrics 
and Neurosciences at Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland. Chris 
studies the neural control of breathing and modulation of respiratory 
pattern. His Ph.D. in Physiology was completed with Ann Bonham at the 
University of California, at Davis.  

If you have information you would like disseminated in the newsletter, do 
not hesitate to contact Kaushik (kp257@columbia.edu) or Chris 
(cgwilson@case.edu). Their complete contact info is below. 

In this newsletter, we have included a list of representatives of the Section 
Steering Committee, and their roles with their contact information. We 
are thrilled that so many new faces have stepped up to contribute to 
section activities and taken on new responsibilities. As we continue to fill 
various positions on APS committees with those of you who have been 
nominated and volunteered, we will keep you updated on these 
appointments. 

I hope you have had a wonderful summer, and look forward to the 
coming year. May your research go well, your families be healthy, and 
most of all, may you plan to ATTEND EB09! 
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REMEMBER: 
Experimental Biology,  

New Orleans, April 18–22, 2009 
 

DEADLINES: 

EB Abstracts Due  – November 5, 2008 

Giles F. Filley Award – November 3, 2008 
New Investigator Award – November 10, 
2008 

 

 

International Symposium on 
Respiratory Control  
at Saint Maxim en provence, France 
December 1st through 4th, 2008 
 

More information and registration is 
available at the website: 

 
http://www.sic-resp.univ-
cezanne.fr/ 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We would appreciate the receipt of any 
photographs that you took at EB 2008 
so we can share them with the section. 
Please email either Kaushik 
(kp257@columbia.edu)  or Chris 
(cgwilson@case.edu) with photos of 
presenters at posters, speakers, 
presentations, social gatherings, etc. 
We hope to make an online archive 
available.  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

 

 

September 11th, 2008 
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The Respiration Section serves as the review 
committee for the Giles F. Filley Award 
Memorial Awards.   

Award: $20,000 

Contact: Executive Office 

The Giles F. Filley Memorial Award recognizes 
excellence in respiratory physiology and medicine. 
The award is given to an investigator who holds an 
academic rank no higher than assistant professor. 
The award is presented annually to an individual 
demonstrating outstanding promise based on 
his/her research program in respiratory physiology 
and medicine. Each recipient receives a $20,000 
award designated for use in the research program. 
The award is announced during the APS Business 
Meeting held at the Experimental Biology meeting 
and at the Respiration Section Dinner. 

The recipient receives complimentary registration to 
attend the meeting and a plaque recognizing his or 
her designation as a Giles F. Filley Awardee. 
Applications are accepted from members of APS 
working within the U.S., reflecting Giles F. Filley's 
contributions to the national research community 
through his membership in APS. Because of Giles F. 
Filley's long association with the University of 
Colorado, Denver, preference for one award, on a 
competitive basis, is given to an individual affiliated 
with that institution. The award does not include 
any indirect cost reimbursement.   

The 2008 Giles F. Filley Award recipients were 
Ellen Burnham, University of Colorado, Denver & 
Anke Di, University of Illinois at Chicago 

CLICK FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

RESPIRATION SECTION AWARDS 

The Respiration Section New Investigator 
Award ($1,000 plus reimbursement of the annual 
meeting advance registration fee) recognizes an 
outstanding investigator in the early stages of his or 
her career. Candidates should be investigators who 
have made meritorious contributions to the scientific 
areas represented by the APS Respiration Section. 
They should not be above the rank of Assistant 
Professor or a comparable position in a research track 
at an academic, institution or in industry (e.g. 
Scientist, Sr. Scientist, Research Investigator, etc.). 
They should receive nominations from at least two 
regular members of the APS. Candidates will be 
judged on their publications, how the publications 
relate to the Respiration Section and evidence for 
independence and promise (grant funding, peer 
review activities, etc.). Although this is not an 
abstract-based award, awardees are expected to 
attend EB and make an oral or poster presentation. 
The candidate must be an APS member in good 
standing. Candidates must provide curriculum vitae, 
2 nomination letters from APS members, and 3 
reprints. Awardees are recognized at the Respiration 
Section Banquet at the EB meeting. All application 
materials must be submitted online (www.the-
aps.org/awardapps) by November 10, 2008.  
Questions should be directed to Marilyn P. Merker, 
Section Chair, at: mmerker@mcw.edu  

 

GILES F. FILLEY MEMORIAL AWARDS FOR 

EXCELLENCE IN RESPIRATORY PHYSIOLOGY 

& MEDICINE 
 

NEW INVESTIGATOR AWARD 

Did you Know? 
The EB 2008 Julius H. Comroe, Jr. Distinguished 

Lectureship of the APS Respiration Section was given by 

Stella Kourembanas, from the Children’s Hospital - Boston, 

Brigham & Women’s Hospital & Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 

Center on the topic Pulmonary Vascular Disease: New Insights 
on Mechanisms and Emerging Treatments. 

The Respiration Section Research Recognition 
Awards ($500 and reimbursement of the annual 
meeting advance registration fee) recognize 
outstanding research by graduate students and 
postdoctoral fellows who submit their abstract to a 
Respiration Section topic category at the 
Experimental Biology meeting. Awardees will be 
asked present their work at a special evening poster 
discussion session during the meeting. The selection 
is made from among the abstracts submitted to 
Respiration Section abstract topic categories by the 
Joint Program Committee Representatives. To be 
eligible for the award, the student or fellow must be 
the first author and presenter.  Awardees will be 
recognized at the Respiration Section Banquet at the 
EB meeting. Questions should be directed to Marilyn 
P. Merker, Section Chair, at: mmerker@mcw.edu  

 

RESEARCH RECOGNITION AWARD 

http://www.the-aps.org/awardapps
../../../Mail/Eudora/attach/www.the-aps.org/awardapps
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Chair 
Marilyn P. Merker, Ph.D. 
Department of Anesthesiology/Pharmacology  
Medical College of Wisconsin-VAMC 151  
5000 W. National Avenue,  
Milwaukee, WI 53295 
Phone: 414-384-2000 x41394  
Fax: 414-382-5374  
Email: mmerker@mcw.edu   
Term ends: 2011  
 
Treasurer/Secretary and Joint Program Committee 
Representative 
Irene Solomon, PhD 
Dept of Physiology & Biophysics   
SUNY-Stony Brook 
Basic Sciences Tower 
T6, Room 140  
Stony Brook, NY  11794-8661 
Phone:  631-444-2932 
FAX:  631-444-3432 
Email: irene.solomon@sunysb.edu 
 
Councillor  
Kim Prisk, Ph.D. 
Department of Medicine and Radiology    
University of California-San Diego 
9500 Gilman Dr.  # 0931 
La Jolla, CA 92093 
Phone:  858-455-4756 
FAX:  858-534-4812 
Email: kprisk@ucsd.edu 
 
Joint Program Committee Representative  
Susan S Margulies, Ph.D. 
Department of Bioengineering 
University of Pennsylvania  
220 S 33rd Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6392 
Phone: 215 898-0882 
Fax:215 573-2071 
Email: margulies@seas.upenn.edu  
Term ends: 2009 
 
Section Program Committee/JPC Representative Trainee 
Wolfgang Keubler, M.D. 
Associate Professor 
Lung Vascular Research Laboratory 
Department of Surgery,  
University of Toronto Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute  
St. Michael´s Hospital 
Bond Wing, Room 2-021 30 Bond Street  
Toronto, Ontario, M5B 1W8; Canada 
Phone: 416 864-5924 
Fax: Not available yet 
Email: kueblerw@smh.toronto.on.ca 
 
Committee on Committees Representative  
Larissa Akimi Shimoda, PhD  
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, JHAAC 4A.52,  
5501 Hopkins Bayview Circle 
Baltimore, MD 21224  
Phone: 410-550-5355 
Fax: 410-550-2612  
Email: shimodal@welch.jhu.edu    

RESPIRATION SECTION STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Liaison with Industry Committee Representative 
Rebecca Lynn Persinger, PhD 
Medical Affairs, Sepracor Inc.,  
PO Box 895 
Maple Falls, WA 98266 
Phone: 206-325-0933 
Fax: 206-325-6596 
Email: rebecca_persinger@yahoo.com  
Term ends: 2011 
 
Trainee Advisory Committee Representative 
Diego F. Alvarez, M.D., Ph.D. 
University of South Alabama, Center for Lung Biology, 
1761 Augusta Drive  
West, Mobile, AL 36695 
Phone: 251-460-7086 
Fax: 251-460-7452 
Email: dfa302@jaguar1.usouthal.edu  
Term ends: 2009  
 
Communications Committee/Newsletter Co-Editor 
Kaushik Parthasarathi, PhD    
Columbia University 
Dept of Medicine, Pulmonary, Allergy & Critical Care 
Division of Pulmonary 
P&S 9-460   
New York NY 10032 
Phone:  212 305 6724 
Email: kp257@columbia.edu 
   
Communications Committee/Newsletter Co-Editor 
Christopher Wilson, PhD 
Department of Pediatrics 
Case Western Reserve Univ 
10900 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: 216-844-7356 
Email: cgw5@po.cwru.edu 
  
Nominations Committee Co-Chair  
Thomas Resta, PhD 
Univ of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 
Dept of Cell Biology & Physiology, BMSB Rm 153 
915 Camino de Salud, NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87131 
PHONE: 505-272-8822 
FAX: 505-272-6649 
Email: tresta@salud.unm.edu 
 
Nominations Committee Co-Chair  
Michael B. Harris, PhD 
Institute of Arctic Biology 
311 Irving I 
Department of Biology and Wildlife 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Fairbanks, AK 99775 
office: (907) 474-7801  
laboratory: (907) 474-2659  
fax: (907) 474-6050  
ffmbh@uaf.edu 
 
 
(Continued on next page) 
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GET INVOLVED!!! 

Join a committee of the Respiratory 
Section & ensure that your ideas are 
heard! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APS—NOW ON FACEBOOK AND 

LINKEDIN 
Do you have a Facebook  account?  How about a LinkedIn 
account? If so, consider joining the new group on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com) and on LinkedIn  
(www.linkedin.com) — the American Physiological 
Society. APS will be posting information about the 
Society, physiology, education, and outreach. Use 
Facebook or LinkedIn to discuss topics of interest to you. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Awards Committee Chair/Program Committee 
Claudette Marie St. Croix, Ph.D. 
University of Pittsburgh, Department of 
Environmental/Occupational Health, 
Bridgeside Point, 100 Technology Drive 
Rm 556, BRIDG 
Pittsburgh, PA 15260 
Phone: 412-716-4393 
Fax: 412-383-2123 
Email: cls13@pitt.edu  
 
Member At Large 
Candice Fike, MD 
Director of Laboratory Research 
Vanderbilt Univ. Med. Center 
Division of Neonatology 
1125 MRB IV  
2201 West End Avenue 
Nashville, TN 
Phone: 615-936-8403    
FAX:  615-343-6182    
Email: candice.fike@vanderbilt.edu 
 
ex officio AJP: Lung Editor  
Michael Matthay  
Department of CVRI 
University of Cal-San Francisco  
505 Parnassus Ave, Box 0130 
San Francisco, CA 94143-0130 
Phone: 415-353-1206 
Fax: 415-353-1990  
Email: mmatt@itsa.ucsf.edu   
 
ex officio Journal of Applied Physiology Editor  
Jerome A. Dempsey, Ph.D. 
University of Wisconsin, John Rankin Lab of Pulmonary 
Medicine - UW,  
1300 University Avenue, #4245 
Madison, WI 53706-1510 
Phone: 608-263-1732 
Fax: 608-262-8235 
Email: jdempsey@wisc.edu   
  

 

Communications 
Committee/Newsletter Co-Editor 

Kaushik Parthasarathi, PhD  
  

Columbia University 

Dept of Medicine, Pulmonary, Allergy & 
Critical Care 

Division of Pulmonary 

P&S 9-460   

New York NY 10032 

Phone:  212 305 6724 

Email: kp257@columbia.edu 

LIVING HISTORY OF PHYSIOLOGY 

The APS is pleased to announce the recent posting of a 
video interview of Mario Vassalle. A total of 8 videos have 
posted and at least another 6 are in the works. 
Visit http://www.the-aps.org/livinghistory/index.htm  
Are you interested in arranging to videotape a colleague? 
If so, please contact Martin Frank, APS Executive 
Director (mfrank@the-aps.org) or call 301-634-7118. 

 

 

FEATURED APS BOOK 

As part of Dr. Frank’s Featured APS Books section, We 
would like to recognize the following book from Section 
14 of the Handbook of Physiology: 

Cell Physiology: edited by Joseph F. Hoffman and James 
D. Jamieson 

http://www.the-
aps.org/publications/books/handbooks.htm#section14 

Our books are currently discounted at 50%, with an 
additional 35% to APS Members 

 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

(CONTINUED) 

Graeme R. Polglase  University of Western Australia  

Lindsay W. Stanek*  US Environmental Protection Agency  

 

* Transferred from student membership 

NEW REGULAR MEMBERS 

January: Juan M. Cordovez 

February:  Manoj Bhaskaran, Stephen Timothy Buckley, Letitia A. 
Weigand, Ximeng Yang 

March: Oneica N. Poole, Inefta M. Reid 

May: Arne P. Neyrinck, Amali E. Samarasin, Jiro Terada  

August:  Daniel A. Popa 

NEW STUDENT MEMBERS 
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Welcome to all Respiratory Section Trainees and kudos to 
our new Trainee members (see list below). 

EB 2008 was a tremendous success for all trainees. We 
organized the symposium ―Marketing yourself on paper 
for academic positions‖. In case you missed it, you can 
download the power point presentation at 
http://www.the-aps.org/trainees/EBsymposia.htm. In 
addition, in the same web address you can find 
information about previous symposia with power point 
presentations available to download. 

We were pleased to announce Diane H. Munzenmaier 
from the Medical College of Wisconsin as the first Early 
Career Professional Service awardee. This award honors a 
Trainee for their outstanding contribution to the 
Physiology community. The award includes $1000 and 
complementary registration to the EB meeting. Don’t 
miss the opportunity, you can be our next winner!!! Apply 
online at http://www.the-aps.org/awardapps   next 
deadline: January 23, 2009. 

Upcoming EB meeting. The EB 2009 will be in New 
Orleans and the abstract submission is rapidly 
approaching (November 5). Multiple awards are given by 
the Society and our Section. In addition, check out all the 
different awards available exclusively for Trainees at 
http://www.the-
aps.org/meetings/eb08/awards/index.htm. 

Want to be informed? Sign up for the Trainee Listserve 
and keep up with the most updated news from our 
Section and Society. Just e-mail Education@The-APS.org 
and write ―Trainee Listserve‖ in the subject section and 
you will be automatically included. 

Don’t forget to visit our Trainee web page where you can 
find information from topics related to balancing family 
and science to how and where to apply and find a job. The 
newly designed web page is frequently renewed and user 
friendly. http://www.the-aps.org/trainees/index.htm. 

Need more information: Don’t hesitate to contact Diego 
F. Alvarez at dfa302@jaguar1.usouthal.edu, Trainee 
Representative-Respiratory section. 

THE TRAINEE CORNER 
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